
 
Per policy memo SP 28-2010 from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), in making eligibility 
determinations for school year 2010-2011, schools and institutions should utilize the current 2009-2010 IEGs to 
make such determinations until further notice.  Such determinations shall be effective for the certification period set 
forth in the applicable program’s regulations (e.g., for school programs, from the date of approval through the 
remainder of the current school year and up to 30 operating days of the following school year). 
 

 
FISCAL YEAR 2010 INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES  

The United States Department of Agriculture has issued the following income guidelines for the period July 1, 2009, through June 30, 2010: 
 

  Free Meals 
 130% Federal Poverty Guideline 

Reduced-Price Meals 
185% Federal Poverty Guideline 

Household 
Size Annual Monthly Twice Per  

Month 
Every Two  

Weeks Weekly Household  
Size Annual Monthly Twice Per  

Month 
Every Two  

Weeks Weekly 

1 14,079 1,174 587 542 271 1 20,036 1,670 835 771 386 

2 18,941 1,579 790 729 365 2 26,955 2,247 1,124 1,037 519 

3 23,803 1,984 992 916 458 3 33,874 2,823 1,412 1,303 652 

4 28,665 2,389 1,195 1,103 552 4 40,793 3,400 1,700 1,569 785 

5 33,527 2,794 1,397 1,290 645 5 47,712 3,976 1,988 1,836 918 

6 38,389 3,200 1,600 1,477 739 6 54,631 4,553 2,277 2,102 1,051 

7 43,251 3,605 1,803 1,664 832 7 61,550 5,130 2,565 2,368 1,184 

8 48,113 4,010 2,005 1,851 926 8 68,469 5,706 2,853 2,634 1,317 

For each 
additional 

family 
member, 

add 

4,862 406 203 187 94 

For each 
additional 

family 
member, 

add 

6,919 577 289 267 

 

134 

The following is the definition of income: 
 
Income is defined as any monies earned before any deductions such as income taxes, social security taxes, insurance premiums, charitable contributions, and bonds. It includes the 
following: (1) monetary compensation for services including wages, salary, commissions, or fees; (2) net income from non-farm self-employment; (3) net income from farm self-
employment; (4) social security; (5) dividends or interest on savings or bonds or income from estates or trusts; (6) net rental income; (7) public assistance or welfare payments; (8) 
unemployment compensation; (9) government civilian employee or military retirement or pensions or veteran payments; (10) private pensions or annuities; (11) alimony or child 
support payments; (12) regular contributions from persons not living in the household; (13) net royalties; and (14) other cash income. Other cash income would include cash 
amounts received or withdrawn from any source including savings, investments, trust accounts, and other resources which would be available to pay the price of a child’s meal. 
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