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Blizzard Potential Friday Night - Saturday A.M.

Key Messages
● A winter storm will impact the area tonight through Saturday 

morning bringing a combination of heavy snowfall rates and 
amounts, mixed precipitation including some icing, and 
strong winds with blowing snow 

● Total snowfall accumulations of 4 to 10 inches are 
expected, with the highest totals north of I-80 where some 
localized amounts nearing one foot are possible

● The most significant impacts from snow and blowing 
snow together are forecast Friday night into Saturday A.M. 
(~50% chance of blizzard conditions over eastern Iowa)

 Next Scheduled Update
● By 4 PM this afternoon

        What Has Changed
● Winter Storm Watch upgraded to Winter Storm Warning 

● Blizzard potential has increased for Friday Night and 
Saturday morning, especially for eastern Iowa

NEW

Latest Watches / Warnings / Advisories
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Confidence & Uncertainties

What We Know

Significant impacts will occur within the region, with highest confidence along and 
north of I-80 where longer duration of heavier snow rates are expected

Compared to the winter storm earlier this week, this one is less likely to have 12+ 
inches of snow, however confidence is high that winds will this storm will be 
impacting as they are stronger and overlap colder air Friday Night into Saturday

Water content in the snow will initially be high, however the snow will become 
lighter and more easily blown by wind later Friday

Uncertainties

How far north the mixed precipitation will move on Friday morning and how long it 
will persist during the day Friday; this may significantly alter snowfall amounts as 

well as influence where any light icing may occur

If true blizzard conditions will be reached over a widespread area Friday night into 
Saturday morning; if so a Blizzard Warning will be needed
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Snowfall Forecasts

Potential for > 6” of Total SnowfallForecast Total Snowfall

NOTE:  Depending on duration of mixed precipitation from I-80 south, forecast snow amounts may still greatly change
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Timing

End Time of Snow Fri Night / Sat A.M.Onset Time of Snow Tonight

NOTE:  Blowing and drifting snow and travel impacts 
are expected to continue longer into Sat morning 

6 - 9 PM

9 PM - 12 AM

12 - 2 AM
3 - 6 AM

12 - 3 AM

9 PM - 12 AM
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Timeline of Hazards and Impact Levels

Thu
9 PM

Risk Levels Little to None Minor Moderate Major Extreme

Increasing winds, with a 
combination of snow and 

blowing snow creating at least 
near-blizzard conditions

Fri
12 AM

Fri
6 AM

Fri
12 PM

Sat
12 AM

Fri
6 PM

Sat
6 AM

Snow becoming heavy in places 
overnight; mixing with freezing rain 

and rain south of I-80 into Friday AM

Snow 
beginning

Rapidly falling temps with flash freeze possible 
Friday evening through Saturday morning

Sat
12 PM

Even after snow ends late Friday 
night, blowing snow continues into 

Saturday morning
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Wind and Temperatures

Wind Chills

Sat: 0° to -15°

Sat Night: 
-15° to -30°

Sun: -20° to -30°

Forecast Temperatures

Forecast Wind Gusts  (mph)
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